
Statement to Members of the Indian Sociological Society 

INSOSO Elections 2025 – Update on Security Review and Next Steps 

The Managing Committee, together with the President, Secretary, and Election Officers of 
the Indian Sociological Society (ISS), convened a meeting yesterday to review the security 
concerns reported during the ongoing INSOSO Elections 2025. A detailed presentation was 
made by our IT Team regarding the technical disturbances encountered on 12–13 
November 2025. 

The Committee was deeply concerned to learn that multiple coordinated actions had 
been undertaken with the potential to mislead members and disrupt the electoral process. 
These actions included: 

• Circulation of false claims of leaked results, based on temporary cache pages 
picked up through Google search and not from the election results program. 

• Attempts at duplicate voting through automated scripts (bots) using misused 
member credentials or with consent of members whose credentials were used for 
voting, all of which were nullified by system safeguards. 

• A targeted Denial-of-Service (DOS) attack, which temporarily crashed the server 
and disrupted access to voters. System was stabilized in two hours and restarted. 

The audit also identified a small group of individuals involved in these actions, including 
two contestants. While no conclusions or punitive decisions have been made at this stage, 
the pattern of activity presented a picture of a systematic attempt to undermine the 
credibility of the Society, disrupt the elections, and cast doubts on the integrity of its 
office bearers. 

The President, supported by several members of the Managing Committee, expressed that 
such actions—particularly automated voting and DOS attacks—constitute serious 
criminal offenses and may require lodging a formal complaint with the appropriate 
authorities to protect the Society’s reputation and ensure accountability. The Society has 
nearly 7,000 members nationally and internationally, and safeguarding its democratic 
processes is paramount. 

At the same time, ISS remains committed to transparency and due process. Accordingly, 
the following decisions were agreed in principle: 

1. Voting shall continue as scheduled, as the integrity of the system has remained 
intact and all malicious attempts were successfully neutralised. 

2. The report on the malicious activities will be published for all members, enabling 
them to make well-informed decisions as responsible voters. 



3. Before any disciplinary or punitive action is contemplated, the Society will consider 
convening a General Body Meeting or appropriate forum to discuss the findings, 
ensure fairness, and adopt a course of action consistent with ISS rules and the 
values of our institution. 

The Managing Committee wishes to reassure all members that the election process is 
secure, transparent, and fully under the control of the duly appointed Election Officers and 
the ISS leadership. Society will act decisively—but also judiciously—to safeguard its 
integrity and uphold the trust that members have placed in it. 

We request all members to stay informed through official communications and to disregard 
rumours or misinformation circulating on unofficial channels. 

Issued in the interest of transparency, fairness, and the integrity of INSOSO Elections 
2025. 
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