Report of the Enquiry Committee

The Enquiry Committee consisting of Dr Anand Kumar and Dr Paramjit Singh

Judge, both former Presidents of the Indian Sociological Society (henceforth ISS), has

been asked to enquire into various irregularities of malicious nature in which illegal and

illegitimate means were used to cause harm to the integrity of the election process of the
ISS vide letter via emails dated 19-11-2025 and 20- 11-2025.

The terms of reference are as follows:

1. Identify the individuals responsible for the lapses or misconduct.
2. Recommend the appropriate nature of punishment or disciplinary action to be taken,

based on the findings.

1 Facts of the Case of attempts at Multiple Voting by using bot and DOS attack.

After having comprehensive discussion with Shri Anil Srivastava regarding the nature
of malicious attempts to cast multiple votes on 20-11-2025 at 15.00 hours followed by
a meeting of the Elections Officers and the President of the Indian Sociological Society

on 20-11-2025 at 21.30 hours the following facts emerged:

a. Two Contestants, one for the post of President, Manish Verma, and one for the post of
Secretary, Sanjay Tiwari, used malicious bot (automated script) to cause fraudulent
multiple voting from same credentials of eligible member on 12-11-2025 between
10:00 am and 13-11-2025 mid-day. It was also reported that Manish Verma made 46
fraudulent voting attempts @ 10-15 seconds per vote.

b. In addition to the two contestants, five non-contestants also used malicious bot
(automated script) to cause fraudulent multiple voting. Their names were as follows:
Sitab Singh, Geeta Singh, Riya Singh, Alok Kumar Tripathi and Madhurit Singh.

c. DOS (Denial of Service) attack occurred on 12-11-2025 twice for a few minutes and
on 13-11-2025 it was for over one hour with heavy spurious traffic at the speed of 4000
to 5000 per minute. The DOS attack affected the system first by slowing it down and
then it crashed on 13-11-2025 and suffered an outage for over two hours. The location

of the DOS attack that crashed the server took place from Lucknow (UP).



. Numerous voters (maximum number is fifteen) used only one website (IPA) address to

cast their votes.

When the voting resumed 14-11-2025 (next day after the server was crashed by DOS

attack), bot attacks began to occur, which stopped only after the information regarding

all the attacks was made public.

There were some problems with the list of LMIs, because in various cases the phone

nos. and email ids were not listed — the error that could be used to create false ids

resulting in fake voting. Webtech Evolution have provided following data in this regard

to show how this had happened.

1. 2869 persons-email id &LMI matched with votes registered in IT system

2. 236 persons— email either got upgraded or changed since Sept 2025. Their LMI and
names matched with votes registered.

. 23- The votes registered show null LMI in the IT system. Suspicion is on the use of

bots to bypass their safeguards.

. Total votes — 3130

The following statement of the Webtech informs the Committee of the way the lacuna
in the voting list was used:

“In every case, the program checked the eligibility of the member to vote before
allowing the candidate selection and submission of votes. If the member did not qualify,
they were issued a message to the effect that you are not eligible to vote. However, in
the 23 cases identified from our logs, these people have voted for President, Secretary
and Managing Committee members — the date time IST as well as identity is known”.
It is also claimed by Webtech that “If we invalidate these votes (cast by 23 voters), the
results could change as there are margins of victory which are in single digits in few

cases”.

5. During the time of Election, 6 members whose email ID was not available with the

Society or on the voters' list were updated on the ISS Portal for voting.

The 6 Life Members are:

Name Membership no | Email

Anju Shukla LMI-4086 dpvipracollege(@gmail.com




2 | Arun Kumari Singh LMI- 1296 a_singh201076@yahoo.com

3 Ajra Quraishi LMI-1506 irshadquraishi3 1 @gmail.com

4 | Byasa Moharana LMI-3662 byasa.moharana(@tiss.ac.in

5 | Manjeet Chaturvedi LMI-724 manjeetchaturvedi@yahoo.com

6 | Chandra Mohan Ojha LMI-1156 chandramohanojhal960@gmail.com

An update request and approval for the same were made and the information is available with
the ISS office.

The remaining 17 voters were student members belonging to different parts of India.
Statewise details are as follows: Bihar — 4, Odisha — 3, Nagaland — 2, Karnataka — 2, UP - 2,
Delhi — 1, Kerala — 1, Maharashtra — 1, and Haryana — 1. These 17 people who voted were
actually not eligible to vote as per the policy. If we remove the votes they cast, the election
results will change. If we eliminate the votes cast by ineligible voters, there will be a tie for the
position of Secretary. The serious issue is how these 17 ineligible voters could bypass the

system and cast their votes.

II. The President issued all the seven identified actors who used bot to cast multiple votes the
show case notice on 16 — 11 — 2025 giving them 48 hours to respond to the notice. To this
notice six of them responded. All of them denied any such attempt at multiple voting through
bot. Whereas Prof Manish Verm asked for more time by denying illegitimate or illegal attempt,
Sanjay Tiwari sent a considerable number of messages to make an attempt to establish that he
did not do any thing to cast multiple votes in addition to which he informed that he was the
first to inform the ISS that such a thing had been happening. The other non-contestants with
the exception of Sitab Singh denied having done anything wrong. All the six respondents found
faults with the website managing the conduct of elections. However, only Sanjay Tiwari
submitted a video to establish the fact of the website. However, the video was shown to be
false by Webtech. Five of the respondents took it as an attempt to defame their names in legal

terms. Detailed responses are attached with the report.

II1. Recommendations
There are three sets of recommendations to act upon the current challenge of malicious Bot

having been used to cast multiple votes.



1.

It is important to adequately punish the individuals who have carried out these
activities. However, the Committee feels handicapped in those cases where the non-
contestants used Bot to cast multiple votes for various candidates. One of the
beneficiaries, who may be regarded as the major receiver of maximum votes in this
malicious attempt, it is not possible to recommend any action largely due to the fact
that it cannot be established that he asked/forced those non-contestants to vote for him.

Therefore, in the case of non-contestants, the Committee can only recommend action

which falls within the common framework of punishment.

It may be further added that the action is criminal as under Bharatiya Naya Sanhita

(BNS) the Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) which provides for punishment

to any person who commits cyber-crime. But we do not want to recommend registering

for a F.I.LR. against the guilty persons as it may have implications for their jobs or job
prospects.

In the light of all these facts, it is recommended that

A. Prof. Manish Verma’s candidature for the post of President of ISS is cancelled and
he is suspended as a probable and possible candidate for any position whether
elected or through nomination for a period of ten years.

B. Dr Sanjay Tiwari’s candidature for the post of Secretary of ISS is cancelled and he
is suspended for probable and possible candidature for any position elected or
through nomination for a period of ten years. In view of the fact that Dr Sanjay
Tiwari is currently holding the position of convenor of Research Committee of
Sociology of sports, he should be immediately relieved from this position.

C. In the case of non-Contestants, it is recommended that their membership (LMI or
Student) should be suspended for ten years.

D. The Committee took serious notice of the DOS (Denial of Service) attack that
crashed the election portal on 13-11-2025. Unfortunately, the culprit has not been
identified so far. In the situation of his/her identification, it is recommended that
his/her life membership should be cancelled with immediate effect and he/she
should be permanently debarred from participation in any ISS event.

E. The Committee is aware of the legal implications of the case and in view of the fact
that some of the accused respondents have made an attempt to threaten the ISS in
this context. If such an event occurs in future, the concerned individual(s) should

be permanently expelled from the ISS by cancelling his/her (their) membership.



However, if the ISS intends to take legal recourse of the entire case, it is

recommended that it may go ahead.

2. The second set of recommendations are related to the conduct of elections. The issue of
whether the ISS should go for repolling or not. In this regard, the following measures are

recommended:

A. It is recommended that the last election should be annulled and re-election is ordered.
It is all the more important because many members including the contestants have
expressed their distrust in voting.

B. Re-clection should be conducted by hardening the programme on the part of Webtech
by having a more secure platform that can block bot attacks.

C. Two factor authentication which is used in financial transactions with OTP verification
through email and mobile no. is recommended for the repoll.

D. The Committee for the purpose of removing any doubt and probability of multiple
interpretations of its recommendations reiterates that only the repoll is recommended
without any fresh nominations. Two candidates — one for the post of the President of
ISS and the other for the post of Secretary — who have been found responsible for

making Bot attack are to be excluded form the list of contestants.

3. The final set of recommendations are related to the voting list and conduct of elections.
A. As per the data provided by Webtech, 2869 voters’ list with complete information
was made available by ISS after which 236 updated their email. After this there
were 6 more LMIs and LMF who voted. However, there were 17 student members
who voted probably by using Bot as well as bypassing the system. In the light of
the above, it is recommended that all these legitimate voters should be allowed to
vote in the repoll. The list is recommended to stand as frozen without consideration
of any other person or problem.

B. Election Officer(s) (henceforth EC) should be empowered to take decision to cancel
any candidature if the concerned individual is found beyond any doubt using the
illegitimate and illegal means to cast multiple votes after consulting the Webtech
and the President of ISS.

C. We are living in the age of Artificial Intelligence (Al) and continuous changes. It

is, therefore, recommended that the President in consultation with the Managing



Committee may look into the matter dealing with the conduct of elections as
provided in the ISS’s Constitution and make much needed modifications in tune

with the changed times.
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